


“I dream of the moment the army calls me 
and tells me that Matan is expected to be 
released tonight.

“I  dream of  the wrst  meal  I  kill  coo, for 
Matanu slices of meat.

I dream that all the hvgs I receiTe on the 
streetu Matan kill receiTe them too.

-his dream is ovr pillar of wreu khich illv”
minates the dar, and difwcvlt path ke kal,u 
shovlder to shovlder.!

EINAV ZANGAUKER



Introduction

On  October  7,  2023,  during  the  Hamas 
attack  on  Israel,  Matan  Zangauker,  a 
19-year-old Israeli soldier, was kidnapped 
by Hamas militants and taken to Gaza. He 
was among the many individuals who were 
abducted during the brutal assault. Matan 
was a soldier serving in the Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF), and his kidnapping was part 
of the larger wave of abductions during the 
conJict, where Hamas and other Tihadist 
organizations took hostages from Israel, in-
cluding both civilians and military person-
nel. 'he kidnapping of Matan Zangauker 
was one of the widely reported cases, and 
his family and the Israeli government have 
been actively working on efforts to secure 
his release.  MatanAs mother, along with his 
two sisters, made enormous efforts to se-
cure MatanAs release from captivity, along 
with all the other hostages.

MatanAs mother, 0inav, along with his two 
sisters, made enormous efforts to secure 
MatanAs release from captivity, along with 
all the other hostages. 'his is their story.



Foreword

This documentary book follows one of the 
central gIures in the struIIle to free the -sG
raeli hostaIes beeinI held in zaHa by pamas 
terrorists G the mother who gIhts like a 
lioness to free her son from cavti.ityE per 
name is Zina. ,anIaukerM and she is 'atanAs 
motherE Ffter her son 'atan ,anIauker was 
kidnavved by pamas to zaHa with his IirlG
friendM -lana zritse.skiM Zina. beIan workG
inI for the kidnavved at the qamilies peadG
Ruarters for the Keturn of the xidnavved 
and 'issinIE -lana was released from cavG
ti.ity in the se.enth round of the vrisoner 
eNchanIe on 3o.ember 02thM U2U0E  
Dntil "ecember U2U0M Zina. varticivated 
se.eral times in the call to return the kidG
navved in the Skidnavved JRuareS in Tel 
F.i.M without takinI a volitical vositionE -n 
4anuary U2UPM she metM alonI with other 
families of the kidnavvedM with -sraeli Brime 
'inister jen:amin 3etanyahuE Ft the end 
of the meetinIM she saidQ S- left less vesG
simistic than - went inM but there were no 
hiIh hovesE - want to belie.e that the Brime 
'inister means that -srael vlaced a blueG
vrint in the hands of 9atar and not its ownES



Preface

I began writing this documentary book on 
the 444th day of the Israeli hostages being 
held captive by Hamas in Gaza. This day 
holds symbolic signi1cance for me and for 
anyone who grew up in the 980Ls. :et me 
share the storyO 

Nn ,ovember 47 98U87 Iranian students in 
Tehran seized the S.E. 5mbassy and took 
2A Cmericans hostage. The Iran Hostage 
jrisis lasted for 444 days and culminated 
Pust minutes after Jresident -immy jarter 
left of1ce in 9809. This crisis was a maPor 
international incident stemming from the 
takeover of the S.E. 5mbassy by revolutionK
ary Iranian students7 who had the backK
ing of the Cyatollah RhomeiniKled governK
ment. The students held the embassy emK
ployees as hostages for 444 days7 with neuK
tral Clgerian diplomats acting as intermediK
aries. ,egotiations for the hostages continK
ued throughout late 980L and early 9809. 

Sltimately7 Iran released the hostages on 
-anuary AL7 98097 Pust moments after Zonald 
Zeagan was inaugurated as the new S.E
. Jresident. ,o one could have imagined7 
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even in their most pessimistic thoughts7 
that so many hostages would still be held 
captive in the Hamas tunnels in Gaza after 
444 days K but they are still there.

I have met 5inav Mangaukar many times at 
various events and in various places K alK
ways at events for the release of the kidK
napped K protests7 demonstrations7 marchK
es7  Rnesset  committees  and even roadK
blocks. 5inav is a true lioness7 a mother anyK
one would want7 a woman of great stature 
and above. I am sure that her son7 8atan7 
will be very proud of her when he is released 
from his captivity and returns home.
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Chapter One

THE ATTACK

On Saturday morning, October 7th, 2023, at 
approximately 692. aHmH, samaI and other 
JIlamic kihad terroriItI launched a IurpriIe 
attacf on the Itate oT JIraelH whe IurpriIe 
attacf on JIrael iI alIo fno“n aI the B”lacf 
Shabbath-, BOctober 7 maIIacre- and BSim;
chat worah maIIacre-v samaI gaAe the at;
tacf the name BOperation al;q"Ia PoodWH  

q samaI oT’cial aIIerted in an interAie“ 
that the group planned Tor a IeAere JIraeli 
retaliationH se cited recent eAentI, Iuch 
aI ke“iIh Iettler attacfI againIt MaleItini;
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anI in the zeIt ”anf and the Itorming oT 
keruIalem'I al;q"Ia :oI"ue by IettlerI, aI 
Tueling MaleItinian rageH whe dramatic ac;
tion by samaI and the other MaleItinian 
terroriIt organiYationI “aI deIcribed in the 
“orldKI media aI a moAe that Itunned the 
JIraeli goAernment and the Iecurity eItab;
liIhmentD WJt “aI launched in the middle oT 
Shabbat and Simchat worah, caught JIrael 
oTT guard, and brought bacf memorieI oT 
the Gom Nippur zar, “hich almoIt ended in 
a cataItrophic deTeatHB  

whe IurpriIe attacf by samaI began by 
launching thouIandI oT rocfetI at JIrael, 
“hich “ere ’red at Uimona, Geruham and 
eAen :idraIhat ”en;Rurion and the FegeA 
:ountain region in the Iouth, up to zadi 
qara and ”a""a al;Rharbiyya in the north 
and up to qrad and keruIalem in the eaIt, 
Iome oT “hich cauIed damage to proper;
ty and IeAeral caIualtieI, moIt oT them in 
the unprotected ”edouinI diaIporaH  Cnder 
the auIpiceI oT the rocfet ’re, samaI per;
Ionnel began operationI to croII the Smart 
Tence along a 60;filometer TrontH qccording 
to AideoI publiIhed by samaI, obIerAation 
and ’re IyItemI, including a Iight;Ieeing 
IyItem, “ere neutraliYed “ith the help oT 
droneI armed “ith ?MR rocfetI that “ere 
conAerted  to  grenade  launcherI  and  by 
launching anti;tanf miIIileIH wractorI ble“ 
up and deItroyed the barrier Tence at IeAer;
al pointI, and the terroriItI oT the FochKba 
penetrated through the other TenceI on 
their “ay to the croIIingIH qTter croIIing 
the obItacleI, samaI terroriItI, “ho “ere 
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e"uipped “ith many “eaponI, raided eight 
JU@ poItI, including the head"uarterI oT the 
RaYa UiAiIion in Aamp ?eKimH where they 
deItroyed meanI oT communication and ob;
IerAation in order to diIrupt the JU@KI ability 
to command and control the IectorH  

Jn the aTternoon, a Ipeech by :uhammad 
UeT, the commander oT the military arm oT 
samaI, “aI played in the moI"ueI in RaYa 
and inTormed the reIidentI oT RaYa that 
the JIraeli army “aI not in the Iurrounding 
IettlementI and called on them to go out 
and con"uer themH @ollo“ing the Ipeech, 
many citiYenI Trom RaYa croIIed the Tence 
and “ent to the fibbutYimH WJ brought a bag 
“ith clotheI becauIe J “aI Iure J “aI going 
to Iettle my Tamily in ”eKeriW Iaid one RaYa 
reIident to inAeItigatorIH



Chapter Two

THE KIDNAPPING

On the October 7 massacre, which sparked 
the "Iron Swords" war, thousands of ter-
rorists inlytrated Israeyi territorg and com-
mitted massacres and rapes, murderin1 and 
kiyyin1 6,639 peopye, of whom 77v were ci.iy-
iansT Jhis was the deadyiest dag for Hews 
since the 2oyocaustT In addition, the ter-
rorists kidnapped 5G6 peopye, soydiers and 
ci.iyians, to the zaWa StripT 

Jhe abductees in the zaWa Strip durin1 the 
Iron Swords Mar were Israeyi ci.iyians, soy-
diers, and forei1n residents who were kid-
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napped durin1 a surprise attack carried out 
bg 2amasT  Jhe terrorists kidnapped 5G6 
peopye ayi.e and dead from Israeyi territorg 
to the zaWa StripT Aost of the abductees 
were ci.iyians, incyudin1 women, men, the 
eyderyg, and chiydrenT Dmon1 the abductees 
were se.eray doWen forei1n workersT D mi-
noritg of the abductees were IFB soydiers 
from the bases near the borderT 

Dccordin1 to estimates, most of the ab-
ductees were heyd in the southern zaWa 
Strip, and some mag stiyy be heyd thereT 0g 
Fecember 5458, 667 abductees had been re-
turned to Israey ayi.e, ' abductees had been 
rescued ayi.e in IFB operations, and 9' bod-
ies of abductees had ayso been reco.eredT  
v3 hosta1es remained in 2amasZs hands, of 
whom 98 were decyared martgrs who were 
kiyyed durin1 the attack or at a yater sta1eT 
Bour more hosta1es are in zaWa before the 
7th of October 5459T In totay, there are cur-
rentyg 644 kidnapped men and women at the 
hands of 2amas in zaWaT Aatan :an1auker 
is one of themT  

In the interro1ation .ideos of the terrorists 
reyeased, one of them saidj "I saw a kib-
butWnik hidin1 amon1 the treesT 2e said his 
name was ZAatanTZ I took him, and then 6G 
peopye arri.ed and took him from me bg 
force to the zaWa StripT"  Furin1 the inter-
ro1ation, the terrorist, who had pre.ious-
yg toyd how his father, he, and his cousin 
brutayyg raped and murdered a woman, saidj 
"Mhen I went out, I saw a kibbutWnik hidin1 
amon1 the trees, so I cau1ht himT It hap-
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pened when 2assan and mg father arri.edT 
2assan wanted to attack him because he 
had .erbayyg attacked himT 2e hit him in 
the back, and I stopped 2assan and toyd 
him that this man was on meT I took the 
kibbutWnik and toyd him that I had to 1o 
home, and he said ZOkagZT I went with him 
and Dhmed Dbu 2aCCaC, and we sat down, we 
tayked a yittyeT"  

Jhe interro1ator  asked for  the  name of 
the ZkibbutWnikZ, and the terrorist answered 
AatanT "I asked him where he was from, 
and he said he was from Ofakim, that he 
was a tourist here," he addedT "2e 1a.e us 
a Noke, ?uteyya, and water - and we yeft," 
he saidT "Me yeft, Dhmed and Aatan, and 
when we yeft, two peopye arri.ed in a Jogota 
CeepT  Jhere were about 6G peopye there, 
theg wanted to  take Aatan from me bg 
forceT I asked, ZMhere are theg from;Z and 
theg answered, ZBrom the citgTZ Jhe rest said 
theg were not readg to sag untiy theg reco1-
niWed meT Jheg took him from me bg force 
and put him in the Ceep and took him from 
there to zaWaT" ?ew foota1e re.eayed yater 
shows Aatan :an1auker bein1 transported 
on a motorcgcye, apparentyg durin1 the lrst 
dags after October 7th, when he was trans-
ferred from one hidin1 pyace to anotherT



Chapter Three

IRON SWORDS

The "Iron Swords" War is regarded as one 
of Israel's largest conbicts vased on se,eral 
factorsu incl-ding the d-ration of the xghtm
ingu the eptent of da.age to the ho.e frontu 
and the highest n-.ver of xghting fronts 
since the War of IndeGendencez

The xghting in the yaka StriGu identixed 
as  the  Gri.arA  arena  of  conbictu  vegan 
with the efforts to clear the area s-rro-ndm
ing  yaka  of  terroristsz  This  in,ol,ed  air 
and na,al striFesu targeted assassinationsu 
and localiked gro-nd raidsz qfter e,ac-atm
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ing the GoG-lation fro. the northern Gart 
of the StriGu a co.Grehensi,e gro-nd .am
ne-,er was epec-ted to taFe o,er terrorm
ist hotsGotsz Dollowing a vrief l-ll in xghtm
ingu coinciding with a hostage dealu f-rther 
gro-nd oGerations were cond-cted in the 
so-thern and central regions of the StriG to 
eli.inate re.aining terrorist strongholdsz 

The  conbict  was  .arFed  vA  intellim
gencemdri,en  raidsu  leading  to  the  dem
str-ction of ,ario-s terrorist infrastr-cm
t-resu  incl-ding  terror  t-nnelsu  -nderm
gro-nd ro-tesu  t-nnel  shaftsu  concealed 
rocFet  la-nchersu  weaGons  deGotsu  o-tm
Gostsu headH-artersu training ca.Gsu and 
v-ildings -tiliked for co.vatz ’-ring the 
xghtingu  .ost  of  Ya.asM  leadershiG and 
toG co..and were eli.inatedu sGecixcalm
lA NahAa Sinwaru --ha..ad ’eifu -arwan 
Issau and qA.an .ofalz qdditionallAu eight 
li,e hostages were resc-edu along with the 
vodies of hostages who had veen concealed 
in the StriGz



Chapter Four

MATAN

M atan was kidnapped with his partner 
Ilana from their home in Kibbutz Nir 

Oz, where they worked. Ilana has since re-
turned from captivity, and Matan is still left 
with a  picture on a  white shirt  that  his 
mother wears every day as she waged a 
brave and uncompromising Aght for his re-
turn. " restrained lioness mother who goes 
out every day to Aght for her son, in a real-
ity where mothers looking for their cubs is 
slowly becoming normalized.

7On October Eth, I called him with the Arst 
alarm,7 recalls 'inav, 7and as usual he tells 
me, CHalm down, Mom.C "fter half an hour we 
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realize that itCs something massive, Ilana re-
ceives a message from the emergency room 
that there is a risk of intrusion. !e begs for 
help, says, CMom, thereCs no strengthT Hall 
for helpTC jhen they received instructions to 
lock themselves in the emergency room and 
hold the handle with force. jhe last thing he 
wrote to me was, CMom, I love you, theyCre 
here, donCt cry, everything will be okay.C I 
managed to write to him that we love him 
and Ilana and that they will hold on. jhey 
Sumped out the window because the terror-
ists entered the house, were immediately 
caught, and each one was taken in a differ-
ent direction.7

7In the Arst few days I was in a state of 
shock. jhere was no video or documenta-
tion from the security cameras, they started 
taking out bodies and putting them on the 
6oor of the cemetery in Ofakim, and I called 
and asked to come and identify a body. I also 
wanted to go to the 0hur camp to identify 
my son. I was ready for anything, because 
the uncertainty is very difAcult. "t some 
point they told me that 4W percent that 
Matan was kidnapped, ?W percent that he 
was not kidnapped. Ghat does that meanD " 
leg in Baza, a skull on a kibbutzD I donCt un-
derstand, either he was kidnapped or not. 
Only after ten days did we receive an ofAcial 
notiAcation from the Ministry of Vefense 
that he was deAned as a kidnapped person. 
I told both the prime minister and Balant - 
CMy son was kidnapped alive, as time goes 
by you are increasing the chance that he will 
not return alive. I donCt want you to come to 
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console me at MatanCs funeral, you will not 
force me to be part of the bereaved family.C7

7Ghen I see Matan, ICm sure ICll fall off my 
feet. I think heCll have to bend over to hug 
me because I wonCt have the strength to hug 
him. Ghat I canCt allow myself to do now will 
happen when I see him walking towards me, 
and then there will be a systemic collapse. 
ICm waiting for the moment when I let go 
of my body, when I let my soul fall. 0ilence 
and tears will be the sound heard in that 
encounter.7

75elieve me, I  want to go back to wear-
ing bleach-stained clothes, go back to do-
ing laundry, go back to cooking hot pot for 
Matan, sit down to crack kernels on 0hab-
bat, concentrate on a j6 series. I want to be 
angry at Matan for taking off his shoes and 
not taking them to the place. Now, for my 
part, the shoes will be scattered all over the 
house with mud.7



Chapter Five

EINAV

Einav Zangaukar is the mother of Matan 
Zangaukar that was kidnapped by Hamas 
and is being held in Gaza. She is a prominent 
activist in the Families Headquarters for the 
Return of the Abducted and Missing and in 
the We Are All Abducted movement. 

Einav is a resident of Ofakim. She works as a 
higher education coordinator in the Ofakim 
Municipality Education Directorate. She is 
the mother of Matan and his two sisters.
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After  her  son  Matan  was  kidnapped  by 
Hamas to Gaza with his partner, Ilana Grit-
sevski, she began working at the Families 
Headquarters for the Return of the Abduct-
ed and Missing for their return.

"I  have  a  dream  that  my  Matan  and  99 
other abductees will be returned to us. In 
this dream, I see the Prime Minister sign-
ing a comprehensive deal and an end to 
the war that guarantees the return of the 
last abductee. We will be freed from the 
chains of captivity, from the endless pain" 
she recently said, "I dream of the moment 
when the army calls me and informs me that 
Matan is expected to be released tonight. In 
this dream, I see Shani, Natalie, Ilana, and 
Gina running towards Matan in the hospital. 
Ilana's dog Nono and Matan jumping with 
excitement." she continues.

Einav is regularly demonstrating in front of 
the Begin Gate in the Kirya in Tel Aviv, along 
with her daughter Natalie and Matan's part-
ner, Ilana Gritsevski.

"I've been a right-wing woman my whole 
life," says Einav. "I've always voted for Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, including in 
the last elections. But the only people who 
identify with me, who offer me real help, 
are the people from the organizations that 
came out to demonstrate against the legal 
reform. They're the ones who are now sup-
porting me, who are embracing me."

Since her eldest son was kidnapped, Einav 
has  waged a  stubborn,  uncompromising 
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and unapologetic struggle for the return of 
her son and the other abductees. She does 
not shy away from expressing harsh criti-
cism of the decision-makers, led by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, even when 
she pays a price for it from those around 
her, the community in which she lives, and 
other inLuential people who support Ne-
tanyahu. While most of the families gath-
ered in the Kidnapped Square, Einav en-
trenched herself in front of the Begin Gate 
of the Kirya, along with a few families, and 
over time many thousands followed them.

The strength Einav demonstrates is inspir-
ing, especially when you consider that she 
lacks any connection to centers of power 
and :nancial resources. All that is in her 
sights is the return of her son, and thus she 
has become one of the most central and 
important :gures in the :ght to return the 
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abductees. It is not for nothing that she is 
often called the '?ioness Mother'.

Einav is standing every night exactly where 
she had stood the night before. The place 
that had become her permanent spot on 
Saturday night as wellC on the road, before 
the turn to the Begin Gate of the Kirya in 
Tel Aviv. There, dazed and yet so present, 
her burning eyes searched for the ministry 
vehicles. Waiting to look straight into the 
eyes of those who would decide under neon 
lights the future of the kidnapped, including 
her only son, Matan.

What will she tell them; "I will tell the cab-
inet members, '7ome on, come on, make 
sure we get our children back,'" she says. 
"It's shameful and disgraceful that members 
of Knesset allow themselves to disrespect 
the families of the kidnapped and our strug-
gle. It's unforgivable."

In recent months, some have felt that the 
struggle to return the abductees has be-
come a private struggle. A sectoral disaster 
that struck a certain public, which is now 
preventing the government from reaching 
a complete victory. But Einav Tsengauker 
proves that for her, the only politics are 
conducted in the high windows2 around one 
man for whom she voted all her life and 
whom she admired until  the morning of 
October 4, when Matan, <=, was kidnapped 
with his partner Ilana from their home on 
Kibbutz Nir Oz, where they worked.
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Ilana has since returned from captivity, and 
Matan still has a picture on a white shirt that 
his mother wears every day while waging a 
courageous and uncompromising :ght for 
his return. A restrained lioness who goes 
out every day to :ght for her son, in a reality 
where mothers looking for their cubs are 
slowly becoming normal. She hardly ate for 
six months. Her fuel is differentC Einav Tsen-
gaukar demands justice, and she demands 
it from the man who gave her the mandate 
to lead the country. "The prime minister 
always makes sure that his discourse with 
the families of the kidnapped is inclusive, 
that they embrace him and support him," 
she reveals, "and that they are right-wing."



END OF PREVIEW 
COPY

Thank you for reading this preview copy of 
the book "liones".

The book is available now on amazon. com.
https://amazon.com/author/yona_shaked



Afterword

The afterword is an opportunity for the au-
thor to offer any lnax ebpxanations akout 
the koo,m and is cost .occon in non-l.-
tionS �oce koo,s in.xude this as part of the 
kody .ontent whereas others wixx pxa.e it in 
the ka., catterS
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